
 
Director of Development, Detroit 
buildOn 
Detroit, MI 
 
buildOn is growing in Detroit! buildOn, an established and highly-regarded non-profit organization that works to address the education 
crisis here in the United States and in developing countries around the world, is seeking a Development Director to create and implement 
an ambitious fund development strategy for a growing market. Reporting to the Vice President of Development, East Coast, this position 
will play an integral part in engaging strategic partnerships that will help achieve buildOn's goals for Detroit.   
 
The Development Director must be highly motivated and exceedingly prepared to build the foundation of a well-rounded and successful 
fundraising program, as well as serve as the local spokesperson and ambassador for the buildOn brand in Detroit. The Development 
Director will also be an excellent communicator, with the ability to listen and create tailored pitches, both in writing and verbally, and will 
be excited by the responsibility of significantly increasing financial support for buildOn. 
 
Are you an entrepreneurial and process-oriented fundraiser who enjoys thinking creatively and can build a robust pipeline of potential 
donors to support buildOn's mission in Detroit?  Do you have a history of building successful fundraising campaigns with measured results, 
can you hit the ground running, and are you inspired to make a difference in the lives of thousands of young people here in the United 
States and around the world?  If yes, then buildOn is the right place for you! 
 
Key Responsibilities 

 Design and implement a comprehensive fund development strategy that includes donor cultivation, solicitation and stewardship – 
designed to secure revenue in support of our afterschool program as well as global school construction. 

 Manage and grow a portfolio of high-capacity corporate, foundation and individual donors to secure revenue in support of our After 
School Programs and International School Building Programs. 

 Produce the annual fundraising dinner and auction - with goal of increasing revenue by 30%. 

 Serve as key ambassador of buildOn programs and brand in the Detroit area, committed to educating new supporters about our work 
and the impact we are making in under-resourced communities across the country and around the world. 

 Secure corporate and other strategic partnerships that will lead to increased and sustainable revenue. 

 Recruit and support an engaged and motivated local Board of Directors. 

 Create affinity groups, such as a young professionals network,  to increase revenue and raise awareness about our work and 
opportunities for involvement 

 Research and identify local or national foundations that focus funding in education and youth development in Detroit. 

 Analyze data to find new opportunities, ensure all activities drive efficiencies and maximize results 
 
Required Qualifications 

 Bachelor’s Degree required, Masters preferred 

 3-5 years of fundraising experience as a development officer – preferably managing a new or growing program 

 Proven track record in all areas of fund development including leadership and major gifts, corporate and foundation relations, events, 
campaigns, and e-philanthropy. 

 Demonstrated history of successful fund raising with sustained results 

 Ability to multi-task, work independently, thrive in fast-paced environment and work collaboratively with staff located off-site 

 Extensive knowledge of and relationships in the area’s philanthropic community –focusing on education and youth development. 

 Ability to seek out and engage new and prospective donors and funding partners 

 Experience tracking communication and donor activity in a CRM, preferably Salesforce. 
 

About buildOn:  buildOn’s mission is to break the cycle of poverty, illiteracy and low expectations through service and education. In the 
U.S., buildOn empowers urban youth to transform their neighborhoods through afterschool programs and intensive community service. 
Our students have contributed more than 1 million hours of service to their communities. 94% of buildOn students graduate from high 
school and attend college. Internationally, buildOn works alongside local communities to build schools in some of the economically poorest 
countries, including Haiti, Nicaragua, Nepal, Senegal, Malawi, and Mali. We have built more than 550 schools around the world. buildOn 
students travel to villages to participate in school construction and be immersed in a different culture. They return from the experience 
empowered to change their own communities and the entire world.   
 
To be considered for the Development Director, Detroit position, please submit cover letter, resume, and salary history to 
jobs@buildon.org. buildOn is an Equal Opportunity Employer. For additional information, please visit our website at www.buildOn.org. 


