
Every day, buildOn is breaking the cycle of poverty, illiteracy, and low expectations through 
service and education. buildOn’s Global School Construction Program provides rural 
communities in developing nations with access to clean, safe learning environments.

 
For two decades, buildOn has mobilized villages in developing nations 
across the globe to build more than 1,800 primary schools, including 
117 schools in Burkina Faso. Worldwide, we are breaking ground on a 
new school every two days in countries like Burkina Faso, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Senegal.

Most communities where we work have no adequate school structure. 
Students are squeezed into dark and crumbling structures, or are 
taught under trees when the weather permits, or have to walk multiple 
miles to a neighboring village, or can’t attend school at all. Our 
methodology puts community members in control and gender equality 
at the forefront. 

For every buildOn school, the partnering community and buildOn sign 
a covenant stating each party’s contribution to the project. The 
covenant states that buildOn provides the engineering, materials, 
skilled labor, and project supervision for the school. The community 
provides a gender-equal leadership team, voluntary unskilled labor, 
land for the school, local materials, and a promise that girls and boys 
must be sent to school in equal numbers. 

buildOn Methodology

BURKINA 
FASO

117
49% OF STUDENTS 

IN BUILDON 
SCHOOLS 
ARE FEMALE

19,305

267,520
VOLUNTEER WORKDAYS

SCHOOLS
BUILT 

STUDENTS ATTENDING
BUILDON SCHOOLS



Why Burkina Faso
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A landlocked country in West Africa, Burkina Faso is 
ranked as the world’s 8th least developed nation on the UN 
Human Development Index with 42 percent of the 
population living below the poverty line of $1.90 a day. 
More than half of people over the age of 15 are illiterate, 
and the average child will attend school for just 1.5 years. 
The population is also growing at a rate of more than 3 
percent every year with more than 65 percent of the 
population under the age of 25. 

Nearly 80 percent of Burkina Faso’s population works in 
agriculture, making the country’s economy extremely 
dependent on this industry. Unfortunately, over the past 
50+ years, temperatures in the region have continued to 
rise, contributing to severe droughts, desertification, and 
degraded soils. Human impact such as deforestation and 
overgrazing by livestock only make matters worse.

No country has ever achieved continuous and rapid economic growth without first having at least 40 percent 
of its adults able to read and write. Since expanding to Burkina Faso in 2014, buildOn has constructed more 
than 117 schools in the region, increasing access to education for vulnerable rural populations. buildOn’s 
Enroll Program is also active in Burkina Faso which helps identify school-aged children who are not currently 
attending school and works with their families to make sure they are able to enroll and start learning. 

According to the United Nations, agricultural experts 
estimate that more than 30 percent of Burkina Faso’s land 
suffers from serious degradation. Malnutrition also remains 
endemic in the country with acute malnutrition at 7.6 
percent and stunted growth at 27 percent, but both are on 
the decline. Over the past decade, Burkina Faso has also 
faced increasing political unrest including several violent 
terrorist attacks. Investing in education and literacy plays a 
crucial role in raising families out of poverty and equipping 
the next generation to address systemic issues affecting 
their communities and country.

Children learning in a temporary classroom structure in Burkina Faso


