
Every day, buildOn is breaking the cycle of poverty, illiteracy, and low expectations through 
service and education. buildOn’s Global School Construction Program provides rural 
communities in developing nations with access to clean, safe learning environments.

 
For two decades, buildOn has mobilized villages in developing nations 
across the globe to build more than 1,800 primary schools, including 
184 schools in Haiti. Worldwide, we are breaking ground on a new 
school every two days in countries like Burkina Faso, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Senegal.

Most communities where we work have no adequate school structure. 
Students are squeezed into dark and crumbling structures, or are 
taught under trees when the weather permits, or have to walk multiple 
miles to a neighboring village, or can’t attend school at all. Our 
methodology puts community members in control and gender equality 
at the forefront. 

For every buildOn school, the partnering community and buildOn sign 
a covenant stating each party’s contribution to the project. The 
covenant states that buildOn provides the engineering, materials, 
skilled labor, and project supervision for the school. The community 
provides a gender-equal leadership team, voluntary unskilled labor, 
land for the school, local materials, and a promise that girls and boys 
must be sent to school in equal numbers. 
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Although Haiti has managed to reduce extreme poverty over 
the past decade, approximately 100,000 children under the 
age of five are malnourished and more than 30 percent of the 
total population is food insecure. Many Haitians also lack 
access to clean water, and much of the country suffers from 
unreliable electricity or none at all. Since 2018, Haiti has 
been in a political crisis as dissatisfaction with the 
government and allegations of its leadership’s extreme 
corruption continue to grow. Investing in education and 
literacy plays a crucial role in raising families out of 
poverty and equipping the next generation to address 
systemic issues affecting their communities and country.

Thirty-eight percent of Haitians over the age of 15 are illiterate, 
and The UN Human Development Index ranks Haiti as the 
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, with almost a 
quarter of the population living below the poverty line of $1.90 a 
day. The country is ranked fourth on the CIA World Factbook for 
income inequality, with the top 20 percent of households holding 
64 percent of the country’s wealth. 

Haiti is extremely vulnerable to natural disasters such as 
hurricanes and earthquakes, and is still recovering from the 
massive 7.0 earthquake that devastated its capital of 
Port-au-Prince in 2010. The quake resulted in hundreds of 
thousands of deaths, and a decade later, the country still lacks 
the basic infrastructure and services necessary to support its 
citizens. Many Haitians also suffer from psychological trauma 
following the tragic events. 
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Since 2001, buildOn has empowered communities to build 184 schools in Haiti. buildOn’s Enroll Program and 
Adult Literacy Program are also active in this region. As a result, children and adults in southern Haiti now 
have access to life-changing literacy and education. In the Haitian villages where buildOn constructs 
classrooms, our schools are often the only structures built to withstand earthquakes, hurricanes, and severe 
storms, and many buildOn schools served as community shelters during Hurricane Matthew in 2016. Despite 
the severe challenges in Haiti, more than 50,000 children and adults attend buildOn schools every day.

Children learning in a temporary outdoor classroom in Haiti 


