
Every day, buildOn is breaking the cycle of poverty, illiteracy, and low expectations through 
service and education. buildOn’s Global School Construction Program provides rural 
communities in developing nations with access to clean, safe learning environments.

 
For two decades, buildOn has mobilized villages in developing nations 
across the globe to build more than 1,800 primary schools, including 
293 schools in Nepal. Worldwide, we are breaking ground on a new 
school every two days in countries like Burkina Faso, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Senegal.

Most communities where we work have no adequate school structure. 
Students are squeezed into dark and crumbling structures, or are 
taught under trees when the weather permits, or have to walk multiple 
miles to a neighboring village, or can’t attend school at all. Our 
methodology puts community members in control and gender equality 
at the forefront. 

For every buildOn school, the partnering community and buildOn sign 
a covenant stating each party’s contribution to the project. The 
covenant states that buildOn provides the engineering, materials, 
skilled labor, and project supervision for the school. The community 
provides a gender-equal leadership team, voluntary unskilled labor, 
land for the school, local materials, and a promise that girls and boys 
must be sent to school in equal numbers. 
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Why Nepal
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More than 4.5 million people in Nepal are living below the 
poverty line of $1.90 a day, and more than 9.7 million 
people over the age of 15—32 percent of the total 
population—are illiterate. buildOn works closely with rural 
communities across Nepal to ensure they have access to 
quality classrooms and education. 

A majority of Nepal’s population is employed by the 
agricultural industry which accounts for more than half of 
the country’s export revenue. However, only 20 percent of 
Nepal’s land is arable, and agricultural productivity remains 
low. For the past three years, GDP has grown steadily, 
driven primarily by the service industry (including hotels, 
retail, and restaurants). 

That’s why buildOn’s School Construction, Enroll, and Adult Literacy Programs are working 
to give children and adults denied the right to education access to classroom learning. With 
primary schools that are gender-equal and Adult Literacy courses that cover health, literacy, 
and community development, buildOn schools are creating a better future for students and 
their entire villages. To date, 43,508 students are enrolled in Nepal’s 293 buildOn schools.  

Discrimination based on gender and the caste system 
have kept far too many children and adults in Nepal 
from ever attending school. Currently, more girls 
(13 percent) are out of school than boys (7.2 percent). 
Investing in education and literacy plays a crucial role 
in raising families out of poverty and equipping the 
next generation to address systemic issues affecting 
their communities and country.

Children in Nepal often learn in rundown classrooms that are 
overcrowded and lack proper lighting or roofing  


