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In 2018 there were 59 million primary school-age children who were out of school. By the peak of the 
COVID-19 related global lockdowns, those numbers had skyrocketed to 1.6 billion. Without intervention, 
we risk an entire generation of children missing out on their chance to receive an education.

The World Economic Forum reports that many of children who were out of school due to COVID-19 related 
lockdowns may never return to school. This is especially true of the rural communities that buildOn partners with, 
where thousands of children were already out of school due to barriers such as inadequate classroom space and 
structure, distance to the nearest school, poverty, gender and cultural beliefs, and child labor.

buildOn’s Enroll Program partners with local community leaders to identify out-of-school children, and then works 
with their families to ensure that they’re able to start learning. Since its inception in 2015, buildOn has already 
enrolled 55,000 out-of-school children. We aim to enroll an additional 159,211 out-of-school children by the year 
2026. To do this, buildOn will implement four key strategies:

buildOn will engage 
224,760 local community 
members to take an active 
role in enrolling out of 
school children.

Community members will 
be given seed money to 
create small business 
endeavors that can be 
used to pay for school 
fees and uniforms for 
students in need.

Through these courses, 
out-of-school children will be 
provided with the literacy and 
numeracy skills needed to 
catch up to their grade level. 

1. Community Engagement: 

2. Incoming Generating Initiatives: 

3. Accelerated Learning Courses

buildOn will provide the most 
vulnerable out-of-school 
children with direct support 
such as school supply kits 
and birth certificates to 
qualify for school enrollment.

4. Direct Support:
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Since the program’s inception in 2016, buildOn has 
enrolled over 55,000 out-of-school children- children like 
Thierno from Diadiakh Tock, Senegal. Thierno’s parents 
enrolled him in school at the age of seven. However, before 
finishing the first grade, he dropped out to become a 
shepherd, following a tradition for the youngest boy in the 
family. However, after his village partnered with buildOn to 
construct a school, it reignited his dream of education, and 
he began attending buildOn’s Accelerated Education 
Program. Thierno then completed primary school at the top 
of his class and was later given an award by the mayor for 
being one of the best students in the entire municipality. 
Theirno is still enrolled in school and now dreams of giving 
back to his community by becoming a teacher.

Khadia of Sagouana, Mali, dropped out of school after 
catching a severe, life-threatening sickness that her family 
believed came about because of the poor conditions in the 
previous school – the classrooms were poorly built and it 
was freezing during the cold season. After Khadia’s 
community partnered with buildOn to build a new school, 
her interest in education was reignited, and she asked her 
parents if she could re-enroll. Kadia now attends classes 
and says, “In the future, I want to become a famous 
teacher and role model for girls.”

Through buildOn's Enroll program, students like Thierno 
and Khadia are given a second chance to receive an 
education and pursue their dreams.

SUCCESS STORIES

ENROLL Program Investment: $3,000
(Burkina Faso, Guatemala, Haiti, Malawi, Mali, Nepal and Senegal)


