
Every day, buildOn is breaking the cycle of poverty, illiteracy, and low expectations through 
service and education. buildOn’s Global School Construction Program provides rural 
communities in developing nations with access to clean, safe learning environments.

 
For two decades, buildOn has mobilized villages in developing nations 
across the globe to build more than 2,000 primary schools, including 
275 schools in Nicaragua. Worldwide, we are breaking ground on a 
new school every two days in countries like Burkina Faso, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Senegal.

Most communities where we work have no adequate school structure. 
Students are squeezed into dark and crumbling structures, or are 
taught under trees when the weather permits, or have to walk multiple 
miles to a neighboring village, or can’t attend school at all. Our 
methodology puts community members in control and gender equality 
at the forefront. 

For every buildOn school, the partnering community and buildOn sign 
a covenant stating each party’s contribution to the project. The 
covenant states that buildOn provides the engineering, materials, 
skilled labor, and project supervision for the school. The community 
provides a gender-equal leadership team, voluntary unskilled labor, 
land for the school, local materials, and a promise that girls and boys 
must be sent to school in equal numbers. 
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Why Nicaragua

facebook.com/buildOn @buildOn @buildOn www.buildon.org

More than a million Nicaraguans over the age of 15 are 
illiterate, and the UN Human Development Index ranks 
Nicaragua as the 4th poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere. The country has an extremely uneven 
distribution of wealth, leaving the poor, agriculturalists, and 
indigenous people with inadequate access to healthcare and 
other basic services. Nicaragua’s small villages and remote 
communities often lack access to quality school structures 
and classrooms, and a disproportionately large number of 
those living in poverty are women.

Over the past 50 years, Nicaragua has faced civil war, 
destructive natural disasters, and a growing distrust of 
leadership that has led to the country’s current political crisis. 
Widespread violence over the past year has contributed to the 
decline in employment, particularly within the service, tourism, 
and construction industries. 

Fearing for their lives, tens of thousands of Nicaraguans have 
fled the country since anti-government demonstrations began in 
early 2018. Investing in education and literacy plays a crucial 
role in raising families out of poverty and equipping the next 
generation to address systemic issues affecting their 
communities and country.

To date, buildOn has worked with local communities to construct 275 schools in Nicaragua with 
14,300 students enrolled, developing a new generation of educated and literate citizens.
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