
Every day, buildOn is breaking the cycle of poverty, illiteracy, and low expectations through 
service and education. buildOn’s Global School Construction Program provides rural 
communities in developing nations with access to clean, safe learning environments.

 
For two decades, buildOn has mobilized villages in developing nations 
across the globe to build more than 2,000 primary schools, including 
410 schools in Mali. Worldwide, we are breaking ground on a new 
school every two days in countries like Burkina Faso, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Malawi, Mali, Nepal, Nicaragua, and Senegal.

Most communities where we work have no adequate school structure. 
Students are squeezed into dark and crumbling structures, or are 
taught under trees when the weather permits, or have to walk multiple 
miles to a neighboring village, or can’t attend school at all. Our 
methodology puts community members in control and gender equality 
at the forefront. 

For every buildOn school, the partnering community and buildOn sign 
a covenant stating each party’s contribution to the project. The 
covenant states that buildOn provides the engineering, materials, 
skilled labor, and project supervision for the school. The community 
provides a gender-equal leadership team, voluntary unskilled labor, 
land for the school, local materials, and a promise that girls and boys 
must be sent to school in equal numbers. 
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Mali ranks 184 out of 189 countries on the UN Human 
Development Index, and half of the population lives below 
the poverty line of $1.90 a day. Ninety-percent of all poor live 
in rural areas, particularly the south where there is a high 
population density. There are more girls out of school than 
boys in Mali, and out of school rates for children from rural 
areas (63 percent) is higher than those for children from 
urban areas (35 percent). That’s why buildOn focuses its 
work exclusively on the rural areas of Mali where the need is 
greatest. There are over 20 million people in Mali, and 64 
percent of those over the age of 15 are illiterate. Factors 
contributing to the country’s high drop out and out-of-school 
rate include poverty, child labor, child marriage, and proximity 
to schools. Food insecurity and malnutrition are endemic in 
Mali. Twenty-nine percent of the population is malnourished, 
stunting affects more than 22 percent of all children under 
five, and approximately 160,000 infants died as a direct 
result of undernutrition over the past five years.
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Communities in rural Mali that have never had adequate school structures are mobilizing to 
construct buildOn classrooms and create lasting change through literacy and education. buildOn’s 
Enroll Program and Adult Literacy Program are both active in Mali, and the rural regions of 
Bougouni, Kalikoro, Segou, and Sikasso now have access to hundreds of classrooms. More than 
47,000 children, parents, and grandparents in Mali attend buildOn schools every day. 

The country is further challenged by a lack of trained medical 
personnel, supplies, facilities, and inadequate sanitation. 
While Malaria remains the leading cause of death in Mali, 
HIV/AIDS is becoming more prevalent in urban areas.

A landlocked country with a vast, semi-arid landscape, Mali’s 
economy relies heavily on agriculture with 80 percent of its 
labor force active in this industry. While the country’s largest 
crop export is cotton, it also produces rice, millet, corn, and 
vegetables. However, gold and livestock make up 80 percent 
of Mali’s total exports. Mali is also one of the hottest places in 
the world and most of the country receives little rainfall 
throughout the year resulting in frequent droughts. Since the 
military coup of 2012, Mali has suffered ongoing political 
instability and conflict. Investing in education and literacy 
plays a crucial role in raising families out of poverty and 
equipping the next generation to address systemic issues 
affecting their communities and country.


